
124 

Shelhy, . '102 132 119 7 379 
Smith, 30 s:n 54. 114· 723 
Starr, 7 154 175 SB 192 
_T11rrant, 23 14'. 43 63 
Titus, 107 18'1. 141 103 
1'1•avi~, 1$9 384 ~53 2is 139 

. 'l'rinity1 36 6 33 17 2 
1:'yler,. 

28 528 281 254 . l,Jpsh11r, 
Vnn Zandt, 1 168 20 135 34. 
Victoria, 134 56 ]05 69 
Walker, 99 325 272 138 59 
Washington, 223 376 :127 315 273 
Webb •. 179 175 2 12 
Whnr'ton, 111 2 56 3 67 
Williamson, l 363 12l 65 
Wood, 9 134 68 sr 

-- --- --- --- ---
Total, 6,432 19,49113,94.0 7,944 71369 

On motion of Mr. Lott, tlie communication was referred to the 
commillee Oil Stat~ Affairs.. . . . 

On motion of Mr. Scou; a bill lo amend the 3d section of 11n 
act lo raise a revenue by tax11tion, Rpproved March 20th;· 1848, 
was taken from the table, and, on motion of Mr. Gage, referred to 
the committee on the J udicianr. . · 

Mr. Bryan offered the follow.ing resolution; _ 
D.esolved, 1'hnt the committee on Pnblic Buildings be allowed 

to send for. persons nnd papers necessary to the rhorough inves· 
ligation of acts relative to lhe purchase ol the lurnllure for the 
uew. capitol.; adopted. . 

On motion of Mr. Scott, the Senate adjourned until 9 o'clock 
to-morrow morning. 

Tnusn.n.A.Y, Dec, 1st; 1853. 

The Senate was called to order pnrsuant to adjournment­
pra)•er ~y the Chaplain-roll callcd-q_110rum present. 

The Journal ot yesterday was rend a1Jd ado;>led. 
Jn accordance with a resol111ion offered 011 yesterday by Mr. 

Hill, and adopted, requiring the appointment of a commiuee 
composed of one Senator from each judicial district, to i-nquire 
into the expediency of re organizing the judicial distiicts of the 



125 

Stnte;and to net in conjnnction with n committee from the Honse 
for a similiir purpose, the President announced the 1ollowiTI,r 
Qflmm1t1e.11 :· Messrs. Hill, Poller, Armstrong, Paschal, Ed~ards, 
Newman, Pedigo, Allen, Martin, Lytl_e, Doanll, Durst llnd Milli-
ca11. . , - - . · 
;.,Mr. Bry1m presented the following petitions: . 

• -_. The petition of Willi11m H. Scott, nsking for lnnd; · - . 
t 'file .petition of Jane H. Perry, praying for grRnt of land; . . 
J--The petilion of Samuel Yessy, asking Jor 640 acres of land;-
imd. · · 
1,,The pelilion of Eli Dial,:praying for relief. 
, •,i\lJ of' which ware respectively referred to the committee 9n. 
Pdvote Land Glnims. . . 

Mr. Potter, chairman of the committee on the Judicia,ry, mnde· 
the follow-iug report: · · - - : 
. -The Judiciary committee have considered a ~esolution pr~pos­

it>j!'· that the Se1111te shou Id refnse to grant r~lief to lnnd cl aimant11 
holdi.ng claim~ against the _late Repnblic or Stnte of Texas, who 
Jla,ve .1ieglected or refu~ed to nvail themselves of the benefits,of 
lo:ws -passed under which they could hnve provPd up or estot>. 
liihed- their claims. - The commillee 11re of opinion that so far 
~, Lhe··resolntion mtty rofer to th:1t clnss of claims usually known 
m,''fraudulent land cMtificales,'' not recommended by th~-e<>m-
111issioners nppointP.d nuder the itct lo detect• fraudulent land cer­
µ~catel'!, tlte cerrific11te1n\re void, with lhe t>xceplion of such as 
have been proved np before the judicial tribnnal!!; an~ the legis-­
Je.ture .huS.liol the right or po-iver now to validate them. The Con. 
lllilution of thr. State, 1uticle 9, section 2, opened the district 
courts until the first d11y of July, 1847, for tile establishment 
of s1i'<:b certificates, a11d declared 1hnt all s11ch· certificates noc 
eRtablished or sued npon within the time limited, and all )oca­
~iqps and -snr-veys-therllon shottld be forever nnll aud void. It 
is not supposed that there is afl y olher class of claims embraced 
:Within lhe -1.erms of the resolotio11 in ielation to which there is 

· nny constitntional prohibition ag:iim:t lcgislotive ·aclion. , -The 
q\l!!Stion, then, as to whether thll Sennle \vill grant -relie( on 
claims not inclnded in the class of frond11lent ce-rtificales, is be. 
heved.to be one purely of State policy, and the cornmi!tee:are 
t1ot prepared to recommend the adoption of this arbitrary rule 
Proposed by the resolution, ns a measure of policy or juslice at 
lhis time. · - . 
• ' 'l'hay have therefore directed me to return the -resolution to 
t~e Senate, and ask to be discharged from its fnrther considera, 
t1on. 
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Mr. Bdwnrd~, chairman of the committee on Printing and 
Contingf'nt Expenses, m;ide the following rep,,rt: 

The committee on Pri1Hin2 and Conlini:rent Expenses, to 
whom wns referred u joint resolution propo~illl!' to rescind the 

' contract :-:ubscribi11g for ten copies of the Tri-Weekly Gazette, 
llOd ten copies of ·the 'Tri-Weekly State Times, hnve hncl the 
snme under considerntion, and I am instrncted to report the same 
bnck to the Senate und recommend thnt it lie on the table. The 
(iommittee b<:>lievi- that no eicpense which {he l.egisla111re nre of 
necessity bound to incllr, is more cheerfully endorsed by the,r 
constitucn!s than that which is incidental to thr dis$eminntion o( 
onr proceedir1gs through the press; and the pnblic mind through­
out the Stat~ looks with det~p interest to the action of this Le-
gislature. · ·. . . . 

Your comr,11ttee are of opin ton that 1his body won Id net in 
bnd ff\ith towards· the editor~ contracting to priur and furnish us 
their tri-weekly papers for the session, to !t?scind said contrnct. 
Under a resolution of the SenatA, the committee on Printina and 
(Joniin"'ent Expenses were instructed 10 contrnct for ten c"(lpiel!I 
of the <-:rri-Weekly Gazette, and ten copies o( the 'l'ri-Wee:klv 
State Times. Your committee have performrd that duty, and 
had previously reported to the Sr.nate the terms of snid contract, 
to w11: at ~iK cents per copy for the session. The committee, 
therefore>, report adver~ely to the joint resolution. . 

Mr. Brvnn, chairman of the_ committee on Engrossed Bill~, 
mtlde the following rf'port: . 

Tim cnmmiuee on Engrossed Bil Is have exnmint!d the follow­
inl! bills: 

--A bill granling- lands in payment of an allowance or pension 
f!ra111ed on the 18th December, 1S37, to the lamily of E~astus 
·Smith; . 

A Bill to be entitled nn Act snpplemenrnry- to an act mnking 
an appropriation to delrny the expenses of th rep companies of vol­
un leers cat led into Sf'CVice of 1he State, for the protection of 1he 
frontier; 

A bill to nmend the first nod seventh sections of an act con­
cerning wri1s ot certiornri to justices' courts. 

A bill s~triuir npnrt nnd reserving one leag11e of lnnd nronnd 
ench military post on t.lie frontier, for the present use Rnd occu· 
pancy of the United Stt1tes. 

A bill fnt the relief of J. W. J\fa!!offin and Hng-h Stephenson; 
A hill to !\mend an a<:l <'lltit!~cl ;in ncl tn incorporate the r-itt 

of Brownsville, npproved F'ebrunry 7th, 1Si>3; 11nd 
A bill regulating mills nnd millers. 
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All of which at.a correctly en!?rossed.. . .. 
Mr. Allen, fro,u the committee.on-Public Lands, to whom.was 

referred a bill lo re-organize the Grayson, Cooke 11nd Denton 
cou1ily land distric1s, repor1ed the 11ame back to the Senate and 
reccimmr:nded it!i pni;srtge. , .1· 
1 

Mr. Armstronir, from the committee cm Pu~lic Lands; to whom 
wa& reforred 11 :bill confirming cert11in hettdright gran!s of land 
lying· oil thti. boundury li11e ·of Robertson's und Anstiai'S _-Little 
Oolony, reported back to lhu Senate u substir11te therefot1 .nud re­
commended its adoption n11d the pussag-e of. the bill. . _ 1 

1 .Mr .. Arm;:;trnng, .from the ~ame co1i1mi1tee, 10 whom w;i.s re­
ferred a •resolutinn .re,piiring. Hid cnmmillee to re.po1·t the pro, 
pril:lly of nllo\viug more th11n two snrvey.s of l11ud 111 (;CrJnin 
c11ses, repor1ed back to tl1e Senate 1he following- bill: · , , ; _. , 
· A bill rel,ulng to surveys of land in certuiu cuses ; read first 

timtt. 
'Mr. Armstrong; from tbe same committee, mode the following 

feport.: ; . , , . , , . . : • i 

Tho committee on Public Lands, 10 whom w11s reforred a bill 
to dispose by entry, sale, survey and patent,- of snrnll tr11c1s or 
fractions of.public domuin, eonsisting of not ex~eedin~ one '1011-

dt'ed nud sixty ui:res each, &c., hav~ :n~trncted me to report the 
ti!\me back to 1l1e Sennte, 1;i.1id corhmittee beiug divided i11 011inio1i 
&S lo 1trn propriety ot the measm·e ... , . , . , : , 
, Mr. McDade iutru-:Juced a bill fix.in~ the rate of p11.1~nt,fees; 
read first ti 111e. -
)Mr: Milliciltl intrndnced o bill nnthorizin,r the patenting of 

Jami:s U .. Gool(s lttmdright clnim; read first time. · . " • 
'i Oo niotion of Mr. Keenuu, 1t1t1 hill for tlae relief of Jnmes M. 
Parker; was taken from the Labie aud placed among Lhe orders of 
the d11y. . : . . , . · . . : : , 

·Mr. Bryan introduced a hill to 11nihorize on,;I. require the Coma 
fi)ibi:sioner of!the Gi,neral Lundoffice to issut:: ;a patt:lU to M. Ken­
nedy; read first time. 

ORDERS Ol•' THE DAY. 0 

: - • I I • 

·A bill regulating- mills and millers; rend third t-ime~ . • . · ; 
Mr. Weatherford moved lo mnend the bill by striking- ont that 

part wl~ich relates to mills being 011iiched to cotton gi11s; lcist. 
:01r .. -Whitaker off1:::red the following ruw:ndment: · , 
T hr1t all .mills propelled by wat~r powe~, a toll ofone-eiizhl~ of 

corn ll!}d no mo1e, shall be 1-cqlllrt!d ;· r~'Jc~tcd br the .followwg 
Vpte_; . , 
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YEAS-Messrs. Doane, Gnge, G11inn, Hnrt, Kylf'!, Lott, :N"11w. 
man, Potter, Scarborough, Snperviele, Titylor and Whitaker-
12. 

NA vs-])fe-ssrs. AllE>n, Armstrong, Brynn, Burks, Hill, Jow. 
ers, Keennn, Lythi, :Martin, Mc Anelly, .Mc Dade, Millican, Pas• 
chnl, Snblett and Weutherford-15. 

'l'he bill was then passed by the following vole: 
Y:t<~As-Messrs. Allen, Armstrong-, Bryau, Guinn, Hill, Lytle, 

Martin, McAnnelly, McDmle, :Millican, Nr-wman, Pnsclrnl, Pot­
ter, Scarborough, Superviele and \Vcatherford-lti. 

NAvs-Messrs. lforks, Doane, Gage, Hart, Jowers, Keennn
1 

Kyle, Lott, Sllblett, Taylor Rt1d Whiraker-11. 
A bill to amend 1111 act to incorporn1e tl,e city of Brownsville; 

read third time 111Hl passed by the followiug vote: 
Y1£As-1\Ies11rs. Allen, Armstmng; Brynn, Bnrks, Donne, 

Durst, Ed~vRrds, Gage, Guiun, Hart, Hill, Holland, Kyle, Lott, 
Lytle, M1irlin, McAnelly, McDade, Millicrin, Newman, Pnschnl., 
Potter, Scarborough, Sublett, Supc1viele, Taylor aud Wh.itnker 
-27. 

NAYS-Mr. Wentherford-1 
The following bills wera severally read a lhircl tims o\Dd 

passed: 
A bill lo nmend 1he first 11nd seventh sections of an act con· 

cerning writs of certiorari to j11s1tc1Js' courts; 
A bill granting laud in payment of an allow.ince or pensiot1 

i:rranted 011 !he 18th day of December, 1837, lo the fomily of 
Erastus Smith, known in the his1ory of Texas as" Deaf Smith;" 

A hill supplemellll\Ty lo nu act making an appropriation 10 
de1ray the expenses of three compnnies of volunteers called into 
service of the State for the priitection ot the frontier; nnd 

A hill for the relief of J a111P.s W. Magoffin und Hugh Stephen­
son. 

A bill setting apart and rescrv1n~ one leair11e of lnnd &round 
each military post on the lronticr for the prel'ent tl5e and oc:cn• 
pancy of th(: linited States troopf; read third time, and, on mo· 
tiou of 'Mr. Gate, laid on tho ta hie. 

A bill to i1icorporute the Texa:l nr d Red River 'l'elearapfc 
Company; read and pussed ton third read in!;. " 

A bill 10 authorize the canct::lling· of pa11111ts in certain ca~~. 
wi1ti the report of tl1e committee ori 1h,1 ,J nuiciary, recommeud­
rng- a s11hstii11te therefor; r~.td, substltute adopted, aud bill .or· 
den~d to be eng-rossed. 

Ou motion of )Ir. Armstrong, a hill to amend tlie 31st Anll 
64lh sections of nu net to organize justices' courts, and to define 



the,po"ers .and juri.sdiction of the same, approved Mnrch 20th, 
181'9, wns tcikea from the table and reforred to the committee ou 
lhfl Jttdit ia.ry. 

A bill for the relief of James H. T~; read aecond time, and 
crdered to he eugrd!!ed 

kl°bill 1t1pplelnen1ary to an ac~ ,o amenu an-Ret 10 mcorJ»rate 
1ne Buffalo.' Bayon, -Britzns ·ani Gol11radt> Railroed Compaof 1 

1ppro.-ed .f nnuary2'J, 1853 :-read second time, andi on molion of 
Kr .. l:{cl)tlde; referred 10· lhe committee .en l11teroal .Jmpi"Ove• 
111ents. 
-11~ '. bill to amend an act to orga,-ize tou'1ty courts, ·app.ro,ea 
ll•ch l61h1 1At8·; ·read second time, end, -.<>n oiolion tf Mi, 
Quinn, f\?ierrcd ·to the committee on Finnnc,. 

A bill for the relief of James l{; PatkeTj <!ti -motion of Mr. 
JoWef6, litid oil the .cable; . 

.t -bill to·. estnbhsh the Oal\"Blton, tloUl!lton tuid 8enderil:ln 
~ilrond Comp1my; wiah ~he report of the committee OQ lutetna~ 
l.npro~timemc, recommending an amendment thereto ; read ~nd 
report adopted. 

Mr. Gt1ge offo™1 llbe .following eti>s;itut'o for the 4th 5eetitin : 
& id colllpau y is also hereby farther auth~r.it.ed · and empower. 

tel to extend said l"tlil vuy from the town of Handerson, in Rusk 
CIOllnty, b1 sue!\ ~onrsc, and in eueta direction .as the company 
may. deem proper, in order to qonneet with the Pa.cific or &oy 
OIiier tail way ; and this act 11halt take efecl and be iu force from 
ind .after ite possag-e; 4'dopted. 

,14r. A,mstrong moved to ,trike out twenty ancl iD38rt ntty ; 
rejected. 

Mr. 6Faylor offered the fol111wing·amendme11t: 
8tri~e ou, Ill in first 58Cti.on that relates io lands ; :rejected by 

lhe ,fot1ow rnir vote : 
¥e:u-llessrs .. il'lmtron~, Martin 4Dd 'raytor--3. 
rif AYo-Messrs. Allen, Bryan1 811rks1 Doane, Ed.wards, ·Gaue, 

GliinR, Hart,.Hill; "Hotland, Jo\lrers, Keenan, -Kyle, Lytle, Mc­
An_elly, McOade, Mill ican, Newman, Paschal, .Pedigo, Potter, 
Searboro11gh, Scott, St1blett1 Super.,,iela, Weatherford '°'ad Wbit­
tker...:!7. 

On motion.or Mr. Potter, -the Senate adjourned until to,roor• 
""' morning at 9 o'clock. · 

N 


